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ARTICLE 3.13 SIGNS 

Division 1. Generally 

Sec. 3.13.001 Objectives and purpose 

The principal objectives and purpose of this article of the Code of Ordinances are to: 

(1) Provide a reasonable system for the control of signs within the Town of Argyle and it’s extraterritorial 
jurisdiction (ETJ); 

(2) Encourage signs which are well designed and pleasing in appearance; 

(3) Encourage a desirable urban character compatible with the general environment of the Town and the ETJ, 
which has a minimum of overhead and visual clutter; 

(4) Enhance the economic value of the community through location and design of signs; 

(5) Provide for signs the principal purpose of which will be to furnish information necessary for business and 
commerce; 

(6) Reduce possible traffic and safety hazards through good signage; and 

(7) Provide for proper sign area and height with relation to viewing distance and other circumstances. 

Sec. 3.13.002 Unlawful signs 

(a) Posting on public places, public property, and public buildings.  It shall be unlawful for any person to post, suspend, 
print, stick, stamp, tack, or otherwise affix, or cause the same to be done, any notice, placard, bill, card, poster, sticker, 
banner, sign, advertising, or other device calculated to attract the attention of the public to, over, or upon any street 
right-of-way (including the parkway except for address signs), public sidewalk, curb (except house numbers), lamppost, 
hydrant, tree, electric light pole, telephone pole, or telegraph pole, or upon any fixture of the alarm systems, telephone 
systems or similar or related systems involving governmental or public service of the Town, or upon any public building 
or utility. (This subsection is not applicable to public convenience, safety and regulatory signs erected by local, state or 
federal government.)  No sign may pose a traffic hazard.   

(b) Posting on private premises without consent.  It shall be unlawful for any person to post, print, stick, stamp, tack, or 
otherwise affix, or cause the same to be done, any notice, placard, bill, card, poster, sticker, banner, sign, advertising, 
or other device calculated to attract the attention of the public over or on private land, or to, at, from, or upon any post, 
fence, wall, building, structure, or any part of any building or structure located in or upon any private premises or 
property within the Town, unless the written consent of the owner, agent, or occupant has first been obtained. 

(c) Posting on poles, trees and public signs.  A sign shall not be supported in whole or in part from any public utility 
installation, on any tree, whether on public or private premises, or from any sign or sign post maintained by any 
governmental entity.  This provision shall not include signs on private residential property for decorative purposes. 

(d) Flags.  Flags denoting a purely commercial message or constituting mere advertising shall not be allowed.  (See Sec. 
3.13.010, Flags) 

(e) Flashing signs.  It shall be unlawful, unless specifically allowed within this ordinance, for any person to erect or install 
any sign which, in whole or in part, moves, rotates, flashes, reflects, blinks, or appears to do any of the foregoing, or 
which simulates motion in any manner. For the purposes of this article, examples of moving signs shall include but are 
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not limited to the following: banners, pennants, flags, captive balloons, market quotations, signs which are constructed 
of or faced with Scotchlite or similar material, signs which change color, and signs where the intensity of lighting 
changes, or appears to change, including flashers and blinkers.  This does not pertain to changeable text on menu 
boards, fuel price signs, message areas of institutional signs, time or temperature recording devices and clocks. 

 (f) Movable Text signs.  Signs with movable or scrolling type shall not be allowed unless specifically allowed within this 
ordinance. 

(g) Neon signs.  Outside exposed neon or other gas-filled luminous tube signs or neon signs located outside the building 
and clearly visible [from the] street frontage. 

(h) Certain construction signs.  Construction signs, as defined herein, or any other signs which may identify a contractor, 
subcontractor or other party connected with the project, in addition to any other restrictions concerning such signs, 
shall not be permitted on or near the construction site on fences, or on dumpsters.  Name, logo and/or contact 
information of company providing service is required on dumpsters and portable toilets. 

(i) Off-premises signs (billboards and other off-premises signs).  Signs identifying, advertising or directing the public to a 
business, merchandise, service, residential area, entertainment or commercial activity which is located, sold, rented, 
based, produced, manufactured, furnished or taking place at a location other than on the property or site where the 
sign is located shall not be allowed, except as otherwise stated in this ordinance.  This provision is not intended to 
prohibit overhead ranch style entry signs located on the same or an immediate adjacent parcel that provides ingress 
and egress to the site, lot or tract and which the applicant has either title or easement rights to. 

(j) Signs projecting above buildings.  Signs shall not be erected or installed on the roof of any building, and no sign shall 
extend above the roof of any building to which it is attached. 

(k) Signs inside building. . Signs, excluding “window signs,” located inside any building or structure and attached to any 
window or opening with the sign copy visible from the outside or otherwise so located so as to be visible and readable 
without intentional and deliberate effort from outside the building or structure. 

(l) Signs on vehicles and trailers.  Signs on vehicles or trailers advertising a business, service or product are prohibited 
from parking more than 24 hours at a single location.  This provision shall not include the usual parking of work 
vehicles at a private residence in required off-street parking areas.  Rolling billboards on trucks or trailers shall be 
prohibited from parking anytime within Town limits or ETJ except for those associated with a special event. 

Sec. 3.13.003 Violations in or on Public Property; Confiscation of Signs 

If any sign of any nature is erected, constructed or maintained on public property in violation of this chapter, including but not 
limited to garage sales, community-wide sales, real estate signs, lawn care signs, agricultural signs, or any other type of service 
or sales such signs shall be subject to the following: 

(a) The sign may be subject to confiscation by Town personnel. 
 
1. Confiscated signs will be retained for a period of seven (7) calendar days from the date of confiscation; 

 
2. Confiscated signs may be reclaimed by the owner within the seven-day retention period provided that an 

administrative fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) is paid. 

(b) When any address appears on such sign, it shall be prima facie evidence that the record property owner at the address 
so specified is responsible for the offense of erecting, constructing or maintaining such sign, and that person shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, upon conviction; and 
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(c) If such a sign contains no identifying information other than a telephone number, such information shall be prima facie 
evidence that the record property owner at the telephone number so specified is responsible for the offense of erecting, 
constructing or maintaining such sign, and that person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, upon conviction. 

Sec. 3.13.004 Appeals and Special Exceptions 

(a) Appeals 

(1) The Board of Adjustment of the Town (created pursuant to the Town’s zoning ordinance) may hear and 
decide appeals which allege error in any order, requirement, decision, or determination made by the Building 
Official, Town Administrator or his representative in connection with the refusal to grant a permit required by 
this article or revocation of a permit granted under the provisions of this article; 

(2) The Board of Adjustment shall act as a quasi-judicial body; 

(3) Prior to the Board of Adjustment meeting, notice shall be provided in writing to all property owners within two 
hundred (200) feet of property on which a sign is proposed to be erected; 

(4) The decision of the Board of Adjustment shall be final. 

(b) Special Exceptions 

(1) The Town Council, with a recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission may consider a 
request for a special exception to this article when submitted by the owner or owners of a particular, clearly 
defined, and identifiable commercial or retail area.  Such request shall be made through the site plan process 
and by a plan that shall provide such details and specifications as the commission may reasonably require, 
including information with respect to ownership of the land and proposed lighting, type, location, and size of 
signs. Special exceptions for signs associated with existing developments shall be considered as part of a 
site plan amendment application.  If, in the opinion of the Planning and Zoning Commission, such exception 
will result in the signage appearance of the area being beneficial to the public health, safety and general 
welfare and in the interest of the Town, said commission shall recommend to the Town Council that a special 
exception be granted for such area permitting signs in accordance with the plan or program submitted to the 
Commission.  The decision of the Town Council shall be final. 

Sec. 3.13.005 Exposed electrical appurtenances 

No exposed visible electrical conduits, raceways, circuit breakers or other exposed electrical appurtenances shall be allowed, 
except as may be required by applicable law. 

Sec. 3.13.006 Nonconforming signs 

Signs not in violation of any ordinance of the Town at the time of the erection of same, which were intended to be and which are 
permanent from the consideration of their location, material, design and type of construction, and which do not constitute a 
hazard to public safety or a nuisance, but which do not conform to the requirements of this article, may be maintained and may 
be replaced or re-erected with a “no cost” permit if destroyed by fire, vandalism, windstorm, normal wear and tear, other natural 
forces or events beyond the control of the owner. If any such sign is: 

(a) Dismantled; 

(b) Removed; or 

(c) Destroyed other than by fire, vandalism, windstorm, normal wear and tear, other natural forces or events beyond the 
control of the owner; 
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it shall not be replaced, re-erected or rebuilt without a permit and in accordance with the provisions of this article. 

Sec. 3.13.007 Removal or repair of dangerous or abandoned signs 

(a) Any sign, or any part thereof, which was not erected and is not maintained in accordance with the design and 
construction requirements contained or referred to in this article, unless exempted from such requirements, or any sign 
or any part thereof which is liable to fall down and/or endanger persons or property, or is a fire hazard, or is a 
dangerous structure which is located within this Town or its extraterritorial jurisdiction, or any sign or part thereof which, 
from age, neglect or faulty construction, becomes dangerous or dilapidated, or any sign that is abandoned as defined 
by this article, shall be deemed to be a public nuisance, and, upon complaint being made to theTown Administrator or 
designee, such public nuisance shall be abated, as hereinafter provided. 

(b) All signs or parts thereof or related structures which: 

(1) Are not maintained or were not erected in accordance with the design and construction requirements of this 
article; 

(2) Are structurally unsafe; 

(3) Constitute a fire hazard; 

(4) Are otherwise dangerous to human life; 

(5) Are abandoned for 90 days; or 

(6) Separately or in relation to the use of other existing property constitute a hazard to safety, health or general 
public welfare by reason of inadequate maintenance or dilapidation or obsolescence, or abandonment; 

(7) Are declared to be dangerous structures and the same shall be a public nuisance, and upon complaint being 
made to the Town Administrator or designee shall be abated, repaired, rehabilitated, demolished or removed 
in accordance with the procedure specified in this section, which shall be in addition to any other procedures 
or remedies available to the Town for enforcement of the provisions of this article. 

(c) Any resident of the Town, or any employee of the Town who observes any public nuisance defined in this section, may 
make a complaint about such nuisance to the Town Administrator or designee of the Town. 

(d) The Town Administrator or his representative shall observe and examine every sign or portion thereof upon which such 
complaint has been made, and, if found to be a public nuisance as defined in this section, the Town Administrator or 
designee shall give the owner and occupant of the premises where such sign is located written notices stating the 
defects and objections along with the violations with respect to which such complaint has been made. Such notices 
shall be sent to the owner and occupant by delivering such notice in person or sending such notice by registered or 
certified mail to the occupant at the premises and to the address of the owner according to the tax rolls of the Town, 
and shall require the owner and/or occupant to commence the required removal or improvement or repairs within three 
(3) days from the date such notice is delivered or deposited in the mail. Such notice shall also require that all work to 
eliminate the violation shall be completed within thirty (30) days from the date of such notice unless otherwise 
stipulated by the Town Administrator or designee. 

(e) In case the owner and/or occupant shall fail, neglect or refuse to comply with said notice, to take the action described 
in such notice, or appeal there from within five (5) days, the Town Administrator or designee may file a complaint with 
the Town court charging the owner and/or occupant of such structure or premises with a violation of this section. 

(f) The Town Administrator or designee may, in the alternative, notify the Board of Adjustment of the Town of the 
complaint and the fact that the owner and/or occupant has failed, neglected or refused to comply with the requirements 
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set forth in said notice. The Board of Adjustment shall, after notice to the owner or occupant of the premises where the 
sign is erected, hold a public hearing for the purpose of determining whether such sign is a nuisance and, if determined 
to be a nuisance, what action should be taken to abate such nuisance. The Board of Adjustment shall set the time for 
such public hearing, and give written notice by delivering same in person or by mailing notice by registered or certified 
mail to the addresses referred to above of the owner and occupant, respectively, of said premises at least ten (10) 
days before the date of such hearing, and the Board of Adjustment will give such other and further notice of such 
hearing that may be required by the laws of the state. 

(g) At the conclusion of the hearing referred to, the Board of Adjustment may order the Town Administrator or designee to 
proceed with the work or other action specified in such notice, or may grant additional time for the owner or occupant of 
the premises to effect the repairs or take such other action as may be specified in such notice or may render such 
other order which may seem necessary and proper. In the event the Town Administrator or designee is directed to 
repair, dismantle or remove any sign from the premises, the cost of such work shall be paid by the owner and/or 
occupant of said property, and if not paid shall be levied as a tax against said property which shall become immediately 
due. In the event that the owner and occupant are not one and the same person or party and both have been properly 
notified hereunder, such persons or parties shall be jointly and severally liable for the costs referred to. 

(h) If the owner or occupant of the premises as to which complaint has been filed shall appear before the Board of 
Adjustment, no further notice or order of the Board of Adjustment made at such hearing shall be required to be 
furnished to said owner or occupant. In the event the owner and/or occupant of said premises fails to appear at said 
public hearing, the Board of Adjustment may order the Town Administrator or designee to proceed with the work or 
other action specified in the notice, and levy the cost of such work as a tax against the premises as indicated, and in 
that event a copy of the order of the Board of Adjustment shall be delivered to the owner or occupant of said premises 
in person or by certified mail or registered mail to the occupant at the premises and to the owner according to the tax 
rolls of the Town, and by publication of a copy of such order, at least one time, in the publication which is designated 
as the official publication of the Town. 

(i) Upon the expiration of thirty (30) calendar days after a copy of the order of the Board of Adjustment has been delivered 
or mailed and published as required above, the Town Administrator or designee shall proceed to carry out the work 
called for by the order of the Board of Adjustment and the cost of such work shall be levied as a tax against the 
premises and the owner and/or occupant thereof, which shall be and become immediately due. 

(j) In the event that both the owner and the occupant of the premises shall fail or refuse to discharge the expense incurred 
in correcting the violation of this section within thirty (30) days after receiving notice to pay such amount, or within thirty 
(30) days after such notice is published, whichever is later, the Town may bring an action in any court having 
jurisdiction to recover the expenses and costs which were assessed against the owner or occupant of such premises 
by the Board of Adjustment. 

Sec. 3.13.008 Construction/Development Signs 

(a) Residential. One temporary on-site development sign promoting a coming residential development is allowed with a 
permit.  The permit is valid for 90 days prior to the submittal of development plans for the project.  The sign may remain 
on the property for the duration of infrastructure construction and shall be removed once the Town has accepted the 
subdivision.  Two temporary off-site construction or development sign not to exceed thirty- two square feet (32’) shall 
be permitted for residential subdivisions with off-site property owner permission.  Developers may have the temporary 
off-site development signs until eighty percent (80%) of the lots in the advertised subdivision are built on or within one 
year.  A renewal permit is required if the sign remains for longer than one year.  A sign permit is required for all 
temporary off-site construction and development signs. 

(b) Non-Residential. One temporary on-site development sign promoting a coming business or development is allowed 
with a permit.  The permit is valid for 90 days prior to the submittal of development plans for the project.  The sign may 
remain on the property for the duration of construction and shall be removed prior to the issuance of a Certificate of 
Occupancy.  Temporary signs during construction advertising builder, contractor, architect or lending institution are 
allowed but shall be removed immediately following the completion of the construction.  
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 (c) Sign area is regulated by Table A Temporary Signage. 

 

Off-site Residential Development/Construction Signs 

Sec. 3.13.009 Real Estate Signs 

Signs shall not be placed upon any vacant lot on which business is not being conducted or on unimproved property, except signs 
dealing exclusively with the sale or lease of such property, subject to any and all of the regulations applicable thereto and further 
subject to the following restrictions: 

(a) Such signs shall not be lighted or illuminated; and 

(b) Such signs shall be located not less than five feet (5') from the property line. 

(c) Such signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area and no more than four (4) feet in height on developed 
residential property and shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet and no more than six (6) feet in height for 
undeveloped or non-residential property.  Post and bracket style signs shall be allowed at a maximum of five feet (5’) in 
height. 

(d) Only one (1) sign for each four hundred (400) feet of frontage on developed residential properties and only one sign for 
each 1,200 feet of undeveloped or non-residential property. 

(e) A sign permit is not required for real estate signs. 

Sec. 3.13.010 Flags 

Subject to all other provisions of this article, flags shall be permitted as follows: 

(a) Flags representing a governmental body or entity, an institution or corporation are permitted in all districts except that 
each flag shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet in area and 50 feet in height in non residential areas; and thirty-six 
(36) square feet in area and no more than thirty-five (35) feet in height in residential areas.  Extended height request 
may be made through the site plan process. 

(b) No more than three (3) flags shall be flown per site. 

(c) Sign area is regulated by Table B Permanent Signage 
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Sec. 3.13.011 Ground and monument signs 

Subject to all other provisions of this article, ground and monument signs shall be permitted as follows: 

(a) Ground monument signs are permitted in all non-residential and multi-family zoning districts.   

(b) Detached monument signs may be internally or externally illuminated in non-residential districts and shall be located on 
premise.  Monument signs for permitted uses in residential districts shall be externally illuminated if lighted.  

 (c) Ground or monument signs may have no more than two sign faces. 

(d) The sign structure should be architecturally designed and incorporate design details, materials, and colors of the 
associated buildings.  

(e) Monument signs should include a landscaping element. 

(f) All signs must be setback at least (5) five feet from the property line 

(g) Leasing information on ground or monument signs is allowed for up to one year after construction completion. 

(h) Sign area is regulated by Table B Permanent Signage 

 

 

Ground and Monument Signs 
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Sec. 3.13.012 Overhang signs and awning signs 

Subject to all other provisions of this article, overhang or awning signs shall be permitted as follows: 

(a) The  overhang or awning may not extend beyond four (4) feet from the wall of the building. 

(b) The permitted building or business identification sign for the site may be painted or stitched on the projecting extension 
if an awning, or painted on or affixed as individual letters to a projecting overhang. 

(c) Letters, numbers and graphics shall not exceed twenty-four inches (24") in height nor more than twelve (12) square 
feet in area. No letters, numbers or graphics or any part of a sign may extend above the vertical portion of the 
projecting extension. 

(d) Letters, numbers or graphics not exceeding twelve inches (12") in height nor more than six (6) square feet in area may 
extend below the projecting overhang or awning on the portion of such that is perpendicular to the wall. 

(e) No more than one sign face per side of each overhang or awning shall be permitted and no more than a total of two 
sign faces shall be permitted on any overhang or awning. 

(f) No wood, paper, clock, or temporary signs shall be hung or attached to an overhang or awning. 

(g) Fabric used on awnings shall be opaque and treated to be fire resistant. 

(h) If lighting is provided within the awning, no graphics portion (lettering, logos and/or numbering) may be incised with 
translucent fabric. 

(i) Existing nonconforming awning signs, if structurally sound, may be refaced/refabricated provided the new material 
meets all of the above requirements. 

(j) Sign area is regulated by Table B Permanent Signage. 

 

Awning Sign      Overhang Sign 

Sec. 3.13.013 Projecting signs 

Subject to all other provisions of this article, projecting signs shall be permitted as follows: 

(a) The signs shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in area and four (4) inches in thickness. 
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(b) The sign shall be erected at least eight feet (8') above grade and shall project no more than four (4) feet from the 
building. 

(c) Signs shall be mounted or erected at the midpoint of the street frontage of the business and/or the sidewall of such 
business if it abuts a public street other than the one faced by the principal entrance of the business. 

(d) Only one projecting sign per ground floor business shall be allowed, except one additional sign may be permitted for a 
business located above the ground floor but which has its primary entrance directly to the ground floor. Said sign shall 
be located directly over the entrance to the upstairs business. 

(e) Projecting signs may be constructed of metal, wood or fiberglass with a matte finish. 

 (f) Sign area is regulated by Table B Permanent Signage 

 

Projecting Sign 

Sec. 3.13.014 Wall signs 

Subject to all other provisions of this article, wall signs shall be permitted as follows: 

(a) Signs painted on the wall of a building may be considered on a case-by-case basis in conjunction with a site plan 
application. 

(b) Signs may be composed solely of individual letters provided that no portion thereof shall extend more than eight inches 
(8") from the wall or building or structure to which it is attached where the sign is eight feet (8') or more above grade, or 
more than three inches (3") from such wall where the sign is less than eight feet (8') above grade. 

(c) Signs other than those painted on a wall or composed solely of individual letters may be permitted subject to the 
following regulations: 

(1) If internally illuminated, the sign shall be constructed of metal with a matte finish including all faces, sides, 
backs and frames, with individually incised letters backed with Plexiglas, and shall not extend more than 
eight inches (8") from the wall to which it is attached. 

(2) If not internally illuminated, the sign shall be constructed of wood, metal with a matte finish, or fiberglass with 
a matte finish, and shall not extend more than three inches (3") from the wall to which it is attached. 

(3) Wall signs less than eight feet (8') above the grade shall not be illuminated. 

(4) Wall signs shall be placed on a wall [and] shall generally be parallel to the facing or abutting street. 
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(5) No more than one (1) sign per building face or more than two (2) per site that are clearly visible to a public 
street shall be permitted for single-tenant buildings.  Corner tenants in a multi-tenant building shall be 
permitted one (1) sign per wall face. 

(d) The primary tenant of a multi-tenant office building is allowed on wall sign.  Wall signage for all other tenants shall be 
approved in conjunction with a site plan application. 

(e) Wall murals shall be considered on a case-by-case basis in conjunction with a site plan or amended site plan 
application.  The applicant must provide a scaled color illustration of the proposed wall mural on the building elevation 
on which it is proposed.  The Town Council, with a recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission, shall 
determine if the size and character of the mural is consistent with surrounding development and the recommendations 
of the Comprehensive Plan.  The decision of the Town Council shall be final. 

(f) Sign area is regulated by Table B Permanent Signage. 

 

 

Wall Signs 

Sec. 3.13.015 Large-Scale Development Signs 

(a) A sign package for a large-scale retail, office or mixed-use development, also referred to as Centers Developments in 
the Comprehensive Plan, shall be approved as part of a site plan application. 

 
(b) A large-scale development or Centers Development must contain at least two buildings totaling at least 50,000 square 

feet to qualify for a special sign package approval. 
 
(c) The sign package shall reflect the design, materials and character of the buildings of the development. 
 



Page 11 of 25 
 

(d) A special sign package is limited to large-scale developments with frontage on I-35W, US Hwy. 377, FM 407 or other 
major arterials that intersect with these highways. 

 
(e) The maximum ground or monument sign size allowances are listed in Table B – Permanent Signage. 

 

Examples of Sign Package for Large-Scale Development or Centers Development 

Sec. 3.13.016 Institutional Signs 

Subject to all other provisions of this article, institutional signs shall be permitted as follows: 

(a) Signs relating to schools, churches, hospitals, universities or similar institutions (and individual buildings comprising 
these institutions) may be wall signs or ground monument signs meeting the applicable requirements of this article.  
Institutional signs may consist of LED (light emitting diode) or digital signs designed as ground monument signs.  Such 
signs require site plan amendment approval by staff.  The effective area of the LED display may not exceed twenty 
(20) square feet.  Hours of operation of the LED display may be specified at the time of site plan application. 

(b) Scoreboards on school or university athletic fields not exceeding thirty feet (30') in height or four hundred (400) square 
feet in area.  Large video screens are allowed as part of the scoreboard. 

(c) Scoreboards shall face and be illuminated only in the direction of the athletic field, and shall be constructed and 
illuminated in accordance with applicable provisions of this article. 

(d) A portable scoreboard may be used to score sports activities for children in public parks, and on school grounds, 
provided such scoreboard can be transported and set up by a single person, is lighted only by its internal battery, is 
illuminated only in the direction of the athletic field, does not exceed three feet (3') in height plus wheels and stand or 
four feet in width or seven inches in depth, and does not contain any part which moves, rotates, flashes, reflects, 
blinks, or appears to do any of the foregoing or which simulates motion in any manner. A permit is not required. 

(e) A permit shall be required for all other institutional signs. 

(f) Sign area is regulated by Table C Additional Signage 
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Sec. 3.13.017 Special Event Signs 

Notwithstanding other provisions of this article, signs, bunting, flags, banners and other decorations which would otherwise be in 
violation of this article may be permitted on a temporary basis for seasonal events, special occasions or local civic or community 
projects subject to the following requirements: 

(a) All special event signage requires a sign permit. 
 
(b) The sign permit shall be valid forty-eight (48) hours before the event and must be removed within twelve (12) hours 

after the end of the event. 
 
(c) One banner a maximum of thirty-six (36) square feet is allowed per site for special events.  A maximum of three (3) 

events per calendar year is allowed for a maximum of 30 days per event in addition to a grand opening.  A minimum of 
30 days must separate each special event. 
 

(d) Large inflatable balloons greater than 8 feet in height shall be allowed as part of the grand opening of a business and 
may also be permitted for a maximum of three special events per calendar year for a duration not to exceed seventy-
two (72) hours. 
 

(e) Community-wide special events and festivals are allowed multiple banners on site during the event.  A maximum of 
twelve (12) off-site directional signs a maximum of six (6) square feet are allowed on private property up to 48 hours 
before the event. 

Sec. 3.13.018 Theater signs 

Subject to all other provisions of this article, theater signs shall be permitted as follows: 

(a) Signs shall be allowed on permanent, fixed marquees. 

(b) Size and location of such signs shall be determined at time of site plan approval. 

(c) For the purposes of a theater, a product or service sign may include the name of the production, the names of the 
people associated with the production (such as stars, producer, director, etc.) the type of performance (such as 
premiere, reserved, seat, etc.) the duration of the production and the time of the performances. 

(d) If a production is not in progress, a product or service sign may include the name of the next production and the date 
such production shall be open to the public. Such sign shall not be installed or maintained more than thirty (30) days 
prior to the date when such production shall be open to the public. 

(e) For the purposes of this section, the term “theater” shall include multiple theaters contained in the same building or 
structure being operated as a single business. In such circumstances, the multiple theaters shall be deemed to be only 
one “theater.” 

(f) Sign area is regulated by Table C Additional Signage 
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 Theater Marque Sign 

Sec. 3.13.019 Window Signs 

Subject to all other provisions of this article, inside building signs shall be permitted as follows: 

(a) Signs located inside a building or structure and not otherwise excluded from the definition of a sign shall not obstruct 
more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the view or light through an opening of a building or comprise more than 
twenty-five percent (25%) of the glass frontage. 

(b) Temporary signs for goods, services, rentals, or sales are not on physical display to the public, information concerning 
such goods, services, rentals, or sales may be indicated by temporary signs, may consist of ten (10) percent of the 
building frontage of the business and provided that the total of all signs of all types inside buildings or on windows or 
glass frontage does not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the glass frontage area. 

(c) Neon “open” signs shall be allowed in windows with a maximum area of four (4) square feet. 

(d) Sign area is regulated by Table B Permanent Signage 

 

Window Sign 

Sec. 3.13.020 Agricultural Signs 

A sign may be allowed advertising for sale crops such as hay, locally grown crops/produce produced on subject property, or 
livestock for sale on properties where such activities are legally allowed, and subject to the following: 

(a) Only one sign shall be allowed per product sold. 
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(b) All signs shall be on-premises only. 

(c) All signs shall not exceed forty-eight (48) square feet in area cumulative. 

(d) The height of each sign shall not exceed six feet (6’). 

(e) Signs shall be constructed of a durable wood or metal material and printed in a neat and legible manner. 

(f) A permit is not required. 

Sec. 3.13.021 Political Signs 

Subject to all other provisions of this article, political signs shall be permitted as follows: 

(a) Political signs located on private real property as defined by section 216.903 of the Local Government Code, as 
amended, shall not be subject to this section except for the following provisions: 

(1) Signs shall not be illuminated. 

(2) Signs shall not have any moving elements. 

(3) Signs shall not exceed (36) thirty-six square feet. 

(4) Signs shall not exceed (8) eight feet in height. 

(5) Signs shall not be located in any public right-of-way. 

(6) Signs shall meet all state and federal requirements regarding such signs. 

(7) Signs may not be placed on public buildings or public property. 

(b) All other political signs are strictly prohibited. 

Secs. 3.13.022–3.13.059 Reserved 

Division 2 Permit 

Sec. 3.13.060 Permit 

(a) A permit shall be required for all signs except for those signs which have been exempted from this requirement by 

3.13.061 “Exemptions.” 

(b) Electrical permits shall be obtained for all lighted, illuminated or any sign using electricity. 

(c) Building permits shall be required for all sign structures. 
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Sec. 3.13.061 Signs Not Requiring Permits  

The following signs shall not require a permit, but shall be subject to all other requirements of this article even though a permit 
shall not be required therefore: 

(a) Garage sale, estate sale and lost pet signs shall be allowed without permits subject to the following requirements: 

(1) One (1) sign is allowed to be located on the premise having the sale. 
 

(2) Signs shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area. 
 
(3) Signs shall include the date of posting. 

 
(4) Signs shall not be placed in public rights-of-way, including but not limited to public parks, public facilities and 

public open spaces.  

(5) Signs shall not create traffic hazards and shall not impair corner visibility of intersections of public streets, 
driveways, and alleys. 

(6) Garage and estate sale signs shall be allowed from one (1) day (24 hours) prior to the period during which 
any sale is actually occurring until the last day, and removed within twelve (12) hours after the conclusion of 
the sale, but in no case for more than three (3) consecutive days. 

(7) Garage or estate sales at any given location shall be allowed no more than four (4) times per year. 

(8) Community-wide/subdivision wide garage sales are allowed two (2) weekends per calendar year, with a 
permit.  One (1) banner or sign not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet is allowed to be located at the 
subdivision entrance forty-eight (48) hours prior to the event and shall be removed Sunday night immediately 
following the event.  The address and phone number of the person (subdivision) conducting the garage sale 
or estate sale shall be printed on said sign(s). 

(9) Lost pets signs shall be allowed for the period during which such pet remains lost, but not to exceed fifteen 
(15) days.   

(b) Real estate signs not exceeding (6) six square feet in area and no more than (4) four feet high on developed residential 
property and not to exceed (32) thirty-two square feet or (6) six feet in height for undeveloped or non-residential 
property.  Only (1) one sign for each 400 feet of frontage on developed residential properties and only one sign for 
each 1,200 feet of undeveloped or non-residential property; 

(c) Public notice signs, such as notices to remove weeds; 

(d) Address and security protection signs; 

(e) Signs for public safety and convenience or those required for the enforcement of private property rights, such as 
“entrance,” “parking,” “no trespassing,” or “no parking,” provided not more than one (1) of each such sign type is 
maintained on each street, courtyard, or alley frontage on each site area and provided such signs do not exceed 150 
square inches in area in any residential zone or four (4) square feet in any nonresidential zone; 

(f) Temporary signs applied for in conjunction with an itinerant merchant permit or seasonal permit. Such signs: 

(1) Shall be on-premises only; 
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(2) Shall be placed only on the private property where the lot is permitted; and 

(3) Shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area. 

(4) No more than one sign per site shall be permitted. 

(g) Political signs provided that the sign does not have an effective area greater than (36) thirty-six feet, is not more than  
(8) eight feet high, is not illuminated and has no moving elements, and is not located in the right-of-way. 

(h) Ball field signs oriented toward the ball field and stands.  

(i) Lawn decorations in residential districts are exempt for the provision of this ordinance. 

Sec. 3.13.062 Application 

Applications for sign permits shall be made in writing upon forms furnished by the Town. Such applications shall include a 
drawing to scale of the proposed sign, type of material, height dimensions, lighting, all existing signs maintained on the premise 
and visible from the rights-of-ways, a drawing of the lot plan and building façade and dimensions indicating the proposed location 
of the sign(s), and sign specifications.  

Sec. 3.13.063 Inspections and Maintenance 

All signs shall be maintained so as to be structurally safe, clean, and in a good state of maintenance and repair. Signs not 
properly maintained shall be considered a dangerous and abandoned sign, and shall cause a public nuisance. The Building 
Official shall inspect, at such times as he deems necessary, signs regulated by this article for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether the same is secure or insecure, whether it still serves a useful purpose, and whether it is in need of removal or repair.  

Sec. 3.13.064 Granting; revocation 

The Building Official, before granting a permit for the erection, construction, reconstruction, repair, or alteration of any sign, shall 
determine that the proposed sign conforms to all applicable laws and regulations, including, without limitation, those with respect 
to design, construction, location and materials. Any such permit may at any time be revoked should any of the provisions of this 
article be violated.  

Sec. 3.13.065 Effect 

The granting of a permit shall not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval of, any violation of the provisions of any law or 
regulation of the Town.  

Sec. 3.13.066 Correction of violations and stopping of work 

The granting of a permit shall not prevent the Building Official from thereafter requiring the correction of errors in the work or from 
preventing further work being done there under when such work is in violation of the provisions of any regulation or law of the 
Town.  

Sec. 3.13.067 Fees 

(a) A sign permit shall not become valid until the applicant has paid to the Town the appropriate fee. There shall be no fee 
for alterations involving only change in copy, content or color. 
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(b) A fee shall not be required for signs for which a permit is not required or for graphics, murals, etchings, or stained or 
painted glass that does not have a name, mark, logo, symbol or commercial identification attached or associated 
therewith. 

(c) Whenever a sign for which a permit is required has been installed, replaced, or altered without first having obtained a 
permit, a special investigation consisting of inspection of the site, communication with the owner of the property or 
business and review of necessary records shall be made before a permit may be issued for such work. An 
investigation fee, equal to two times the sign permit fee, shall be collected whether or not a permit is then or 
subsequently issued. The investigation fee shall be in addition to the normal sign permit fee. The payment of such 
investigation fee shall not exempt any person from compliance with all the other provisions of this code nor from any 
penalty prescribed by law. 

Sec. 3.13.068 Definitions 

For the purposes of this article, unless otherwise apparent from the context, certain words and phrases used in this article are 
defined as follows: 

Abandoned Sign Any sign that for the last ninety (90) continuous days does not identify or advertise a bona fide business, 
lessor, service, owner, product or activity, or for which no legal owner can be found or that pertains to a time, 
event or purpose that no longer exists. 

Address Sign A sign denoting the street address number and/or name of the owner of property. 

Agricultural sales The advertisement for sale of crops such as hay (costal bermuda, alfalfa, bluestem, etc.), other locally grown 
crops/produce grown or produced on the property, or livestock (cattle, horses, donkeys/mules, or other farm 
animals, except swine) raised or cared for on the property are subject to these regulations.  

Alteration  Any change in copy, content, color, size, shape, position, location, construction, or supporting structure. 

Area of Sign The area included within the outer dimensions of a sign, including those portions of the frame or support 
structure which: 

(a) Border or adjoin the face of the sign; or 

(b) Are of a size, dimension or configuration, which is intended to attract attention or are in excess of 
that necessary to support the sign. In the case of a multiple-faced sign, each face shall be deemed 
to be a separate sign for the purposes of determining sign area, i.e., each face is entitled to the 
allowable sign area. If a sign is placed on a wall or other surface, or if letters or other portions of 
the sign are supported individually, without any border, the area shall be computed by enclosing 
the entire sign within sets of parallel lines. The portion of the sign represented by a logo shall be 
calculated by enclosing the logo in geometrical figures from which the total area may be calculated. 

Awning.  A projecting overhang of a rigid frame but otherwise composed of flexible canvas, nylon or similar material. 

Ball Field Sign. A temporary sign placed inside ball field fencing, which is intended for advertising to raise funds for 
recreational or institutional programs, and which has copy on only one face with the copy facing toward 
the interior of the field. 

Band Sign A band of lettering across the entire width of the building, with a background, which are installed generally 
just above the first level glazing. May be composed of individual letters attached to a band background. 
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Banner Any sign of a lightweight fabric or similar material that is attached to a pole or building and providing a 
message, whether written or visual, including flags other than national, state or municipal flags or the flags of 
any nation recognized by the United States government. 

Billboard  (See Pole Sign and Off-Premises Sign). 

Blade sign (See Projecting sign). 

Building Any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy. 

Building Official That person designated as such according to the zoning ordinance of the Town, and, if no one is so 
designated, then the person charged with the administration of the zoning and building codes of the Town. 

Business  
Identification Sign A sign displaying the name of the business to which it pertains and/or the names or description of the 

products or services sold or offered by such business at the site on which the business and sign are located. 
Business identification signs may include ground signs, projecting signs and/or wall signs.  Signs identifying 
multiple buildings within the property such as a medical complex or retail complex must submit a site plan for 
approval. 

Canopy Sign A sign that is incorporated as part of a canopy or awning. 

Changeable  
Electronic  
Variable Message  
Sign (CEVMS) Shall mean a sign which permits light to be turned on or off intermittently, including any illuminated sign on 

which such illumination is not kept stationary or constant in intensity and color at all times when such sign is in 
use, including an LED (light emitting diode) or digital sign, and which varies in intensity or color.  A 
CEVMS sign does not include a sign that is located within the right of way, that function as a traffic control 
device, and that is described and identified in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration as a National Standard. 

Construction Sign A sign stating the names of the general contractor and, if desired, those individuals or businesses directly 
connected with a construction project. For the purposes of construction signs, a “general contractor” shall be 
an individual, firm, corporation, or other entity that has lawfully obtained a building permit from the Town for 
new construction, remodeling, repair, or an addition to a residence or business. 

Development  

Identification Sign A sign that identifies a future development. 

Development  
Review Committee That advisory committee appointed from time to time by the Town council. 

Directional Sign An off-premises sign who’s content is limited exclusively to the identification (for commercial purposes) of a 
specific premise or occupancy located elsewhere, and which tells the location of or route to that premises or 
occupancy. 

Face, Sign Face,  
or Face  
of a Sign Any plane or other side of a sign which is painted or stained or lighted or has lettering or is illustrated, 

separately or in combination, to attract attention. In the case of a side other than a plane, the area thereof 
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shall be computed as including only the minimum single display surface, which is visible from any one 
position from which persons might usually view the same. 

Flashing Sign Any sign which, in whole or in part, moves, rotates, flashes, reflects, blinks, or appears to do any of the 
foregoing, or which simulates motion in any manner.  For the purposes of this article, moving signs shall be 
considered but not limited to the following: banners, pennants, flags, captive balloons, market quotations, 
signs which change color, and signs where the intensity of lighting changes, or appears to change, including 
flashers and blinkers. 

Garage Sale 
or Estate Sale  
Signs Signs advertising the sale by the owner of items of personal property and containing only the words “garage 

sale” or “estate sale” and the date of posting. 

Glass Frontage That total area of the front and side of a building facing or abutting a public street or courtyard or parking 
area utilized by a particular business and consisting of windows, show windows or other glass-covered 
space.  

Grade The level of the public sidewalk at the closest distance to the sign, or ground level at the wall to which a sign 
may be attached, whichever is higher. 

Ground Sign A sign which is supported by one or more uprights, braces, pedestals or other solid foundation in or upon the 
ground. It may be a two-faced sign and shall also include signs sometimes referred to as “freestanding signs” 
or “monument signs.” 

Illuminated Sign  
or Lighted Sign Shall be used interchangeably and shall refer to any sign which has a source of light, either internal or 

external, for the purpose of illuminating such sign. 

Institutional Sign A sign relating to a school, church, hospital, university or similar institution. 

Lost Pet Sign A sign indicating the loss of a pet, giving a description thereof and the phone number of the owner. 

Mobile Sign Any sign attached to a trailer, skid, or similar mobile structure, where the primary use of such structure is to 
provide a base for such sign or to constitute the sign itself. This provision shall not be interpreted to 
include identification signs on vehicles used for business purposes, nor shall it be interpreted to include 
bumper stickers. 

Monument Sign A sign which is supported by one or more uprights, braces, pedestals or other solid foundation in or upon 
the ground. It may be a two-faced sign with a maximum 30-degree angle between the two sign faces. Lighting 
may be from landscape lighting or may be internal to the structure of the monument sign. 

Movable Type  
Sign  Sign that includes or exhibits any moving or scrolling type. 

Multi-Tenant  
Building  See shopping center 

Neon Signs Any exposed neon or other gas-filled luminous tube signs located outside a building or structure, or 
located inside the building and clearly visible from the street frontage. 
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Off-premises sign Any sign located on a site, lot or tract which directs attention to a business, profession, commodity or service 
conducted, sold or offered on any other site, lot or tract, except otherwise as stated in this ordinance.  Off-
premise sign shall not include an overhead ranch style entry sign located on an immediately adjacent parcel 
that provides ingress and egress to the site, lot or tract and which the applicant has either title or easement 
rights to. 

Pole Sign Any sign that is supported by and placed upon poles, standards, or structures so as to elevate the sign 
above ground elevation, but not including wall signs and excluding flags.  Pole sign shall not include an 
overhead ranch style entry sign located on the same or an immediate adjacent parcel that provides ingress 
and egress to the site, lot or tract and which the applicant has either title or easement rights to. 

Political Sign A temporary sign indicating the name and/or picture of an individual seeking election or appointment to a 
public office, or relating to a forthcoming public election or referendum. 

Projecting Sign A sign which projects from and is supported by a wall of a building with the display surface of the sign in a 
plane other than a plane parallel to the wall. 

 
 
Projecting  
Overhang A permanent roof-like extension from a portion of the building below the roofline composed of rigid material 

and which has a sign attached thereto. 

Prohibited Sign (See Unlawful sign.) A sign which is not allowed for use in any Zoning District of the Town of Argyle. 

Protective Sign Any sign which is commonly associated with safeguarding the safety and security of any premises, including, 
but not limited to, “beware of dog,” “no trespassing,” and “no solicitors.” 

Real Estate Sign A sign indicating that the premises on which the sign is located, or any portion thereof, is for sale, lease, or 
rent, and containing any of the following information: a description of the premises offered for sale, lease, or 
rent, special facilities or appurtenances, and the name, address and telephone number of the owner, broker, 
or other person offering the same for sale, lease, or rent. The sign may include information with respect to 
the availability of special financing and information indicating a pending contract or the fact that the property 
is sold. 

Retail Center See Shopping Center. 

Roof Sign A sign located upon and above the roof of any building, or located so that any portion of the sign 
extends above the roof of any building to which it is attached. 

Security Protection  
Sign  A sign indicating that the premises are protected by a security alarm system. 

Shopping Center Any identifiable area or group of buildings or stores commonly referred to as “shopping centers” with one or 
more retail businesses having their principal or main entrance off and adjacent to parking areas or parking 
facilities, and shall include any area so designated by the Building Official or any pedestrian arcade, 
courtyard, promenade, or mall, whether covered by a roof or not, within or between any structures or 
buildings, upon which the principal or main entrance to one or more retail businesses therein is located. 

Sign Any writing, name, number, figure, character outline, emblem, graphic, window etching, stained or painted 
glass, mark, logo, mural, symbol, spectacle, display, delineation, announcement, advertising, billboard, 
signboard, flag, banner, pennant, bunting, device, appliance, or structure erected for the purposes of 
supporting a sign, or any other thing of similar nature designed to attract attention outdoors, in or on any face 
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or wall, window, or storefront of any building, or on any pole or other form of support or structure, and shall 
include all parts, portions, units, and materials composing the same, together with the frame, background, 
and support or anchorage thereof. The following shall not be deemed to be included within the definition of 
“sign”: 

(a) Signs of a duly constituted governmental body, including, but not limited to, traffic or similar 
regulatory devices, other devices required by law, and warnings at railroad crossings; 

(b) Signs required to be maintained by law or governmental order, rule, or regulation provided that the 
total surface area of all such signs on any one lot or parcel does not exceed ten (10) square feet or 
as required by state law; 

(c) Signs placed by a public utility for the safety, welfare, or convenience of the public, such as signs 
identifying high voltage, public telephone, or underground cable; 

(d) Signs not more than two (2) in number and noticing or soliciting the sale or lease of a vehicle to 
which such signs are attached if such signs are nine inches (9") by twelve inches (12") or less; 

(e) Signs located inside a building or structure provided the sign is not so located as to be visible and 
readable without intentional and deliberate effort from outside the building or structure; 

(f) Barber poles of the traditional type and design not exceeding three feet (3') in height (vertical 
portion of the pole) and not erected so as to extend more than twelve inches (12") from the front of 
the building to which it is attached; 

(g) Noncommercial decorations in a residential zone commemorating a generally recognized seasonal 
event or occasion for periods not to exceed thirty (30) days; and 

(h) Commemorative or historical markers which have been approved by the Town council. 

Site All of that contiguous ground area legally assembled into or as part of one building or business location, or 
one residence. The terms “site” and “premises” are synonymous with each other. 

Street Frontage The length of the wall of the building facing the street upon which it fronts. A building shall face one street 
only. Additionally, a building or business shall be considered as fronting on the street upon which the main 
entrance or address of such building or business is located, unless such business shall be located within a 
courtyard or facing a parking area with its main public entrance fronting on the courtyard or parking area, in 
which case the business shall be considered as fronting on such courtyard or parking area. 

Storefront Width The storefront width, in a single tenant building, is the width of the full frontage of the building structure.  Wall 
signage, if used, shall be centered on the building, or on an articulation of the building.  In a multi-tenant 
building, the storefront width shall be that width of the building leased to or owned by an individual tenant.  
Wall signage, if used, shall be centered above the storefront width of each tenant. 

Subdivision  
Entry Sign Subdivision entry signage may consist of a monument sign, allowing only the name of the subdivision or 

community therein.  The monument sign may be incorporated as part of an entry feature.  The subdivision 
entry sign must be approved in conjunction with Site Plan approval. 

Wall Sign A sign which is affixed to (or painted on) an exterior wall of any building or structure with the display surface 
of the sign in a plane parallel to the plane of said wall. 
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  Section 3.13.069 
  Table A- Temporary 
 Maximum  

Purpose Permit 
Required 

Districts Allowed Sign Type Height Size Number Duration Additional Requirements 

Construction/Development 
Yes Residential Developments Ground 7 ft 32 sf 1 per 

development 

May have signs until eighty 
percent (80%) of lots in the 
subdivision are sold or built 

on or one year. 

After building permit has been obtained. May have two temporary off-site 
development signs.   

Construction/Development 
Yes 

Non-residential, 
Commercial or Planned 

Development 
Ground 7 ft 32 sf 1 per 

development 

90 days prior to the submittal 
of development plans for the 
project.  Shall be removed 
prior to the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy 

After building permit has been obtained. May have one temporary off-site 
development sign.   

Political Signs NO All districts  
Ground 8 ft 36 sf 

 

30 days prior and 7 
days after voting 

event 

Political signs as defined by Section 216.903 of the Local Government 
Code, as amended, shall not be subject to the Sign Ordinance except 
for the maximum heights and sizes in this table, and the following 
provisions: Signs shall not be illuminated. Signs shall not have any 
moving elements.  

Real Estate Sign 

NO Developed/Occupied 
Property - Residential 

Districts 

Ground 4 ft 6 sf 
1 per site and/or 
per 400 foot of 

frontage 

 Post and bracket style signs are allowed a maximum of 5 feet in height. 

NO Undeveloped/Vacant 
Property – Non-residential 

districts 
Ground 6 ft 32 sf 1 per site and/or 

per 1,200 foot of 
frontage 

Garage Sale or Estate 
Sale Signs 

NO Residential -Individual 
Lots 

Ground 

 

2 sf 
1 sign on the 

property having 
the sale 

Place 24 hours prior to the sale 
and removed 12 hours after 

the sale. 
Signs shall not be placed in the public right-of ways, shall not be placed so 
as to impair the corner visibility of streets, driveways and public alleys, 
and are allowed no more than 4 times per year. 

YES 
Residential - Community- wide 

or Subdivision-Wide 

Ground 

 

30 sf 
 

1Each 
subdivision 
entrance 

Allowed no more than two weekends per calendar year. 

Lost Pet Signs NO All districts Ground  2 sf   Allowed for the period the pet 
remains lost but not to exceed fifteen days. 

Ballfield Signs NO CF Banner     Must face interior of field.  

Signs Applied for with 
an Itinerant Merchant 

permit or Seasonal Permit 
YES On Premises only of 

Permitted Lot 
Ground 

 
32 sf 1 per site 

For duration of 
Itinerant Merchant or 

Seasonal Permit 
Allowed only with Itinerant Merchant Permit or Seasonal Permit 

Agricultural Sale Signs NO 
Where such activities are 

legally allowed, On Premises 
only 

 

6 ft 
48 sf 

 

1 sign per 
product sold  Sign shall be constructed of durable wood or metal and printed in a neat 

and legible manner. 

Special Event Signs YES 

All Districts and Institutional 
Uses. 

Banner  
Freestanding 

and other 
durable 

materials 

  

36 sf 

 

 

36 f 

One per site per 
event.  

Community-wide 
events allowed 

multiple banners 
on site and a 

maximum of 12 off-
site directional 

signs max 6 sq. ft. 
in area 

30 days, three times per year, 
with more than 30 days 

separating 

Shall not cover any other sign. Special Event signs may be attached to a 
temporary structure to suspend them above existing monument signage, 
not more than 3 feet greater in height than existing monument signage.  

Large inflatable balloons over 8 feet in height permitted for 72 hours with 
a permit in conjunction with special event. 
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Section 3.13.070 
Table B - Permanent Signage 

Sign Type 
P e r m i t  

Required Districts Allowed Sign Type 
Height above 

grade Sign Face Size Number Additional Requirements 

Flags 

No, 

Non-residential, 
commercial and 

planned development 

Flagpole(s) 
50 foot 

maximum 
height 

60 square 
feet - See 

Note 

  

 

No flag shall encroach over or onto any public right-of-way. Extended height 
and area request may be made through a site plan. 

Residential 

Single Flagpole 
(only) or attached 

to the primary 
structure but 

below the eave line 
of the lowest roof 

35 ft 
Maximum 

height 

36 square 
feet 

  

 

 

 

Security Protection 
Signs 

NO All 
   72 square 

inches in 
area 

  

Address Signs NO All Ground, Wall, or 
Projecting signs 

Separate 
ground sign 

may not 
exceed a 

height of 2 

 

72 square 
inches in 

area 

 

Address signs may be located anywhere on the property. Address 
signs may be hung from or attached to a lamppost on private 

property. 

Subdivision Entry YES 
Residential or Mixed 

Use Monument 

 

18 sf face 

24 Square 
feet total 
including 

base. 

One per 
entry street 

into 
subdivision 

Must be approved as part of Site Plan Approval for the Subdivision. 

 
 

.  

Type Construction Materials Allowed Letter size, Logo 
Size, 

Sign Face 
and Size 

Number Additional Requirements 

Door signage Vinyl lettering or individual paper signs 

Letters and 
numbers 

shall not exceed 3/4" 
in height. Individual 

paper signs must be 
smaller than 1 sf 
and less than 2  

in number. 

Maximum 25%  
Coverage 

 

Shall consist only of Open/Closed signage; hours of 
operation; business name and address, logo or 

graphic; and Now Hiring signage. 

Window 
Signage 

General 
Vinyl or painted lettering or individual 

paper signs if smaller than 2 sf and less 
than 4 in number 

Individual paper 
signs must be 

smaller than 2 sf 
and less than 4  

in number. 

Maximum 25% 
Coverage 

 
 

Business Name 
sign 

Vinyl or painted lettering applied to the 
glass 

 

 

Maximum 25% 
Coverage 

One only  

Open Sign Illuminated LED or neon tube 
 

6 sf One only Minimum 8” height.  

Menuboard or Sandwich Board 
Signs 

Wood or chalkboard.  No flashing or 
illuminating signs allowed. Maximum 4 ft height 4 sf per sign 

face, 2 sign 
faces 

One only 
per storefront, 
and not within 
6' of another 
similar type 
sign. 

Limited to pedestrian oriented areas in retail and commercial areas.  On private 
property only. Shall not encroach upon 

public right of way, nor shall placement limit any 
walkway on private property to less than 4' clearance. 

Cannot pose a safety hazard to persons with visual 
difficulties and disabilities. 

Drive-Through and Accessory Non-Residential 6 ft 32’ 2 per lot The signs shall not face public right-of way that serves the front of the building 
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Table B - Permanent Signage (continued) 

Large-Scale Development (Centers Development) Signs – (Greater than 50,000 sq. ft. and 2 or more buildings; must be approved in conjunction with Site Plan) 
Facing Street Distance between 

monument signs 
Maximum Monument Sign Height Additional Requirement 

IH-35W 
1,000 feet 35 feet  

 
 

The sign package shall reflect the design, materials and 
character of the buildings of the development. 

 

US 377 and FM 407 500 feet 20 feet 

Major Arterial street that intersect with the above listed 
highways 

200 feet 15 feet 

Wall Signage - All wall signs require permits 
Type Districts 

Allowed 
Height of 

Installation 
Illumination 

Allowed 
Letter size, 
Logo Size, 

Sign Face Size Location 
Brackets 

or other suspension devices shall match the sign style and shall 
not be computed as part of the allowable size of the sign.  

Projecting Signs  

Non-
residential 

Minimum 8 feet 
above grade 

No 

Projection 4' from 
the wall to which it 

is attached. 

2 faces 
a l l owed ,  6 
square feet 

each. 

8 square 
f e e t  i n  
area. Not 
greater 
than 4" 
thick. 

 

Awning and 
projecting 
overhang signs 

Non 
residential, 

May be 
used 

for multi-
te n a n t  
buildings 

Minimum 8 
feet Projecting 

overhang 
may be 

externally  
illuminated 

 
Letters, numbers 

not to exceed 
twenty four (24”) 

inches in height or 
no more than 12 sf 

in area. 

 

Sign may 
not be 
more 

than 8 sf in 
area. 

Signage shall 
be  p a r a l l e l  

to a facing 
public street. 

May not have more than one type of awning, projecting, 
overhang, or wall sign for any business or tenant.  

Individually Attached 
Letter(s) 

   May  p ro jec t  8 "  
f rom the  wall if 

>8'  above 
grade, 3 "  f rom 
wa l l  if < 8' above 

Single Occupant < 5,000 sq ft = 
Max. 24 inches in height and 40 
sq. ft. 
 
Single Occupant 5,000 sq ft -
10,000 square feet = 36 inches 
in height and 60 sq. ft. 
 
Single Occupant10,000 sq ft – 
20,000 sq ft = 48 inches in 
height and 80 sq. ft. 
 
Single Occupant > 20,000 
square feet = 60 inches in height 
and 100 sq. ft. 
 
Multi Occupant < 10,000 = 1 
sign per business not to exceed 
30 inches in height. 
 
Multi Occupant >10,000 < 
25,000 = 1 sign per business not 
to exceed 36 inches in height. 
 
Multi Occupant > 25,000 = 1 
sign per business not to exceed 
42 inches in height. 

Signage shall 
be para l le l  
to a facing 
p u b l i c  
street. 

May not have more than one type of wall sign for any business 
or building.  

Non-
Residential 

 May be 
internally 

illuminated 

. 

Attached Illuminated 
Non-

Residential 

Minimum 
Height 8' 

Yes Shall not 
project more 
than 3" from 

wall 
regardless of 

height of 
installation 

Signage shall 
be paral le l  
to a facing  
public 
street. 

Metal, including all faces, sides, backs and frames, with 
individually incised letters and/or graphics backed with 

plexiglass.  

Attached Wall Board 
Non-

Residential 

 No Shall not 
project more 
than 3" from 

wall 
regardless of 

height of 
installation 

Signage shall 
be parallel  
to a facing 
public street. 

Painted or vinyl graphics on a signboard, where signboard is 
wood, metal, or fiberglass. May not have more than one type of 

wall sign for any business or building.  

Monument Signage - All monument signs require permits 
Locations Allowed Sign Type Height Above Grade Sign Face Width Thicknes

s 
Number Building Size = Sign 

Size and max height 
Additional Requirements 

Single Tenant Site - One 
building 

Ground 
(Monument) Monument: 

Maximum 6 feet 
above grade. A berm 

6 ' in height (with 
slopes < 3:1) may be 
constructed below 
the sign structure 

 

80% per face 

max 
 
 

12' 

12" 
(thicknes

s 
of sign 
face) 

One per 
street 

frontage, 
one 

additional 
per 600 
feet of 

frontage 

< 5,000 sf = 60 sf & 6’  
>5,000<10,000 sf = 70 sf 

& 8’ 
>10,000<20,000 sf = 80 sf 

& 10’ 
over 20,000 sf = 100 sf & 

12’ 
 

Located at Primary Entrance to the business establishment and 
visible from the facing street on which the establishment 

fronts. May advertise the name of the establishment, street 
address. 

Multi-Tenant Site - 
Multiple buildings 
within one site or 

multiple businesses 
within one building 

Primary 
Ground 

Monument 
Sign 

Monument: 
Maximum 6 feet 

above grade. A berm 
6 ' in height (with 

slopes < 3:1) may be 
constructed below 
the sign structure. 

80% per face 

max 
 

12' 

12" 
(thickness 

of sign 
face) 

Same as 
above 

< 5,000 sf = 60 sf & 6’ 
>5,000<10,000 sf = 75 sf 

& 9’ 
>10,000<20,000 sf = 90 sf 

& 12’ 
over 20,000 sf = 110 sf & 

15’ 
 

Located at Primary Entrance to the business center and 
visible from the facing street on which the business 

center fronts. May advertise the name of the business 
center, street address, and the individual tenants of the 

establishment. 

Accessory 
Ground 

Monument 
Sign 

No berm allowed. 
Maximum 4 feet 

above grade. 

80% per face 
max 

9’  
Same as 

above 

24 sf, including all 
pedestals, bases, 

columns, etc. 

Located at an Accessory entrance. 
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Section 3.13.071 

Table C - Additional Signage Allowed for Certain Uses 

Sign Type Districts Allowed Sign Type Height above 
grade 

Size Number Additional Requirements 

Theater Sign All districts where theaters are 
allowed 

Permanent, fixed 
marquee 

 

Per approved site plan. 

One sign face per side 
and no more than a total 
of two sign faces on any 
marquee, or projecting 

overhang 

Not to exceed 10% of the front elevation. May not extend more 
than 8' from the wall of 

the building. No wood, paper, clock, or temporary 
signs shall be hung or attached to a marquee, 

projecting overhang or awning. 

Service Station 
All districts where service stations 

are allowed 

 

 

Fuel Price sign 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The site may use permitted sign types in accordance 
with this article, and will be allowed an additional 

price sign, with lettering on both sign faces, where 
such sign is approved with the Approved Site Plan. 

May be added to the allowed monument sign.  

Parking Facility All districts where parking facilities 
are allowed 

Parking Facility - 
Wall sign or 

12' above 
grade 

20 sf per face 

I sign, of any allowed 
type, per street upon 

which an entrance exists. 

Such sign may only have the word "Park" or "Parking" 
and the name of the parking facility owner of 

operator, validation information, and other messages 
required by law. 

Parking Facility - 
Ground Sign 

42" 20 sf per face 

Institutional Signs All Districts 

Wall sign or 
Ground Sign 

6 ’  h e i g h t  
above grade 

32 sf One per site Allow movable/changeable letters for Institutional Signs only. 

LED Light 
Emmiting Diode 6 ’ h e i g h t  

Residential – 
maximum of 32 
square feet 

One per site 

LED’s may only contain a message area of 20 square feet 

Non residential 
refer to 
monument signs 

Scoreboards 30' 400 sf 
One per site On School or amateur Athletic fields only; sign face 

and illumination allowed only in the direction of the 
athletic field 

Stadium Signage 

 

400 sf 

 
Shall be attached to the stadium structure, and shall 
not exceed the height of the structure. Off-premises 
signage or advertising signage shall not be allowed, 

shall consist only of the name of the stadium and school name. 

P o r t a b l e  
Scoreboards 

3 feet in 
height, 
without 

wheels or 
stand 

30 sf 

 May be used to score sports activities, provided such 
scoreboard can be transported and set up by a single 
person, is lighted only by its internal battery, is 
illuminated only in the direction of the athletic field, 
does not exceed allowable size (in table to left), and does 
not contain any part which moves, rotates, 
flashes, reflects, blinks, or appears to do any of the 
foregoing or which simulates motion in any manner 

 

 


